
LIKE predicate

See also

Indicates the similarity of one value as compared to another.

value [NOT] LIKE [substitution_char] comparison_value [substitution_char] 

[ESCAPE escape_char]

Description

Use the LIKE comparison predicate to filter a table based on the similarity of a column value to a 
comparison value. Use of substitution characters allows the comparison to be based on the whole 
column value or just a portion.

SELECT *

FROM Customer

WHERE (Company LIKE "Adventure Undersea")

The wildcard substitution character ("%") may be used in the comparison to represent an unknown 
number of characters. LIKE returns a TRUE when the portion of the column value matches that portion 
of the comparison value not corresponding to the position of the wildcard character. The wildcard 
character can appear at the beginning, middle, or end of the comparison value (or multiple 
combinations of these positions). For example, the statement below retrieves rows where the column 
value begins with "A" and is followed by any number of any characters. Matching values could include 
"Action Club" and "Adventure Undersea", but not "Blue Sports".

SELECT *

FROM Customer

WHERE (Company LIKE "A%")

The single-character substitution character ("_") may be used in the comparison to represent a single 
character. LIKE returns a TRUE when the portion of the column value matches that portion of the 
comparison value not corresponding to the position of the single-character substitution character. The 
single-character substitution character can appear at the beginning, middle, or end of the comparison 
value (or multiple combinations of these positions). Use one single-character substitution character for 
each character to be wild in the filter pattern For example, the statement below retrieves rows where the 
column value begins with "b" ends with "n", with one character of any value between. Matching values 
could include "bin" and "ban", but not "barn".

SELECT Words

FROM Dictionary

WHERE (Words LIKE "b_n")

Use NOT to return the converse of a LIKE comparison.

Use ESCAPE when the wildcard character "%" or "_" appear as data in the column. The ESCAPE 
keyword designates an escape character. In the comparison value for the LIKE predicate, the character 
that follows the escape character is treated as a data character and not a wildcard character. Other 
wildcard characters in the comparison value are unaffected.

In the example below, the "^" character is designated as the escape character. In the comparison value 
for the LIKE predicate ("%10^%%"), the "%" that immediately follows the escape character is treated as 
data in the PercentValue. This allows filtering based on the string "10%".

SELECT *

FROM Sales

WHERE (PercentValue LIKE "%10^%%" ESCAPE "^")

LIKE can be used only with CHAR or compatible data types. If one value is of an incompatible data 
type, convert that value with the CAST function to a compatible data type. The comparison performed 
by the LIKE predicate is case-sensitive.


